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Parents Evening – 
Tuesday 18th November (more 

details to follow) 

                   Reading News 

 Monday 17th November at 1.30pm.  Please come into school.  We are having our local library in 

school and launching our book club for parents.  Lots of information, chat and refreshments 

available.   We want to celebrate reading across the school and at home and school needs your 

support. In school there will be an author (Carl Ashmore) working with year 3 classes in the 

morning. 

 Book recommendation this month is ‘Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy’ by Michael Rosen 

 Please keep sending in photographs of your child reading their favourite book in the most bizarre 

place and send it into school.  We want to create a fantastic reading display with weird and 

wonderful photos. 

 

 

PARENT HUB - New Group 

starting on a Thursday morning. (for 

parents by parents) 

 

Head Teacher Comment 

Welcome to the November Newsletter. We are looking forward to a range of exciting events in 

the second half of the term. These will include a pantomime in school and Keystrings musical 

workshops. The pupils will also be planning and practising for our Christmas performances. Please 

take the opportunity to look at the school website. Photographs of new topics and role play areas 

will be on the site soon and there is always useful information for parents. We will also be sending 

information on how to support our Christmas Fair on the 5th December. 

 

 

 

                   Family Learning 

If you want to know how we teach children to read at Whitfield Valley Primary School please see 

attached flyer.  Starting with Nursery then working their way up the school Mrs McAree and Mr Clewes 

will be showing parents and carers how we teach reading and phonics in school.  It is important for us 

that school and home work together to get the best outcomes for our children.  Our aim is to tailor our 

family learning workshops around what you want and these are as a result of feedback we have had so 

please come along.    Even if your child isn’t in that particular year group it will still be beneficial to see 

what and how it is taught. 
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       Attendance 

Attendance at the end of last term was at 96.5%. This is a bit of a drop form a great start of 98%. 

Our school target for the year is 97% so we're doing well so far, but we're well capable of exceeding 

this target! Please remember that missing just 5 or 10 minutes a day can add up to 2 or more weeks 

of lost schooling a year. Therefore, please make sure your children are ready to start school at 8.55 

each morning. Late arrivals will be required to sign in and provide a reason for the lateness. As always, 

a huge thank you for your support in improving attendance - we're doing much better than at this time 

last year where the figure was 94%. 
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Key Dates       

Christmas Fair: Friday 5th December      

Christmas Performances :EYFS 9th  Dec (pm) and 10th Dec (pm) 

KS1 11th Dec (pm) 12th Dec (am)  and    KS2 17th Dec (am) and 18th Dec (pm)   

 

    Spooky Disco 

Thank you very much to the Whitfield Valley Community Centre for organising a spooky themed after-

school disco. The hall was completely transformed into a spectacular spooky cave.  There was music 

and dancing and every child had a snack and something to drink.  The evening proved to be a huge 

success and the children’s costumes were very creative.  Safe guarding our children is our number one 

priority and staff took extra care to make sure the children were dismissed safely at the end of the 

night.  Thank you all our parents and carers who had to wait patiently for their child at the end of 

the evening. 

 

 

 

Harvest 

Our classrooms and new resource room were filled with food donations in preparation for our Harvest 

assembly.   Mrs Lomas and Mr Broad led key stage assemblies where the children learned where and 

how food is harvested.  Harvest is the time of year where we give thanks for all the food we have 

(even if it isn’t our favourite) and celebrate the work of Christain Aid.  All the food has now been 

collected and is currently awaiting collection at the nearest food bank. 

 

 

 

Operation Child Christmas Box 

Our school council have decided to support the above cause and would be delighted to receive your 

filled shoe boxes.  These can be brought into school as soon as they are ready but no later than 

Friday 14th November. If you cannot fill a whole shoe box please send suitable items into school and 

we will use them to make up additional boxes.  We have set ourselves a target of 50 completed boxes 

so please help.  Thank you. 

 

 

 


